SPEECH AT MADRAS                                       125
of eating, drinking, sleeping and suffering in South Africa. I
am hoping and praying that the future historian will not have
to testify that, whereas the people of Dravida land talked of the
name of the kingdom of God with their lips, they were following
the ways of the kingdom of Satan. Let us not justify the charge
levelled against us by our opponents, that under cover of non-
violence and truth we are violent and untruthful on many an oc-
casion. Swaraj, as Tilak Maharaj has said, is our sacred birth-
right, Khilafat is a sacred treasure with our Mussulman countrymen;
redress of the Punjab wrongs is a sacred trust. Let us not betray
our birthright, our religion and our trust by proving false to a
creed to which we subscribed twice over last year. We have set
before ourselves a standard and we must abide by that standard
and prove true to it. Let us not, by proving untrue to our
creed, deserve the curse of our future generation.
The next few months must be to us times of turmoil, troubles,
imprisonments and many other things. All the world over dark-
ness is the deepest before dawn and 1 want you with the eye of
faith to see the rays of dawn coming out through this deep dark-
ness that has overshadowed the land. And I ask the men and
women of this great Presidency to discharge their trust in such an
honourable manner that the future generations may be able to
say that the Madras Presidency was in no way behind other
presidencies in doing its duty. I pray to God that He may give
us all strength and courage and a fixed purpose to enable us to
reach our goal.
You will give Begum Sahiba, who will speak to you a few
words, a most respectful and attentive hearing. She will be follow-
ed by Maulana Azad Sobhani, and he is a great Muslim divine.
When non-co-operation was finally decided upon by the Central
Khilafat Committee long before September last, he was the re-
presentative chosen by the Central Khilafat Committee to expound
the doctrine of the Khilafat. I am therefore sure that you will give
him the same patient hearing that you have been kind enough to
give me. Finally, I would urge you to remain undemonstrative
not only at this meeting but at all of our meetings. Non-violent
discipline demands that we do not unnecessarily heat our blood
by useless demonstration, noise or signs. I say this from my wide
experience that it is not possible to observe always peace when
all people are talking and making noises even though they may be
of affection. In spite of our knowledge of what our opponents
are doing, of what our countrymen who are opposing us are
doing, I would urge you to observe a respectful and forbearing